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Cross-party Group on Universities 

Meeting notes  
Date of meeting 18.00pm, Wednesday 06 February 2019 

Location Conference Room B, Tŷ Hywel, National Assembly for Wales 

Present  Assembly Members: Hefin David AM; Jenny Rathbone AM; Siân Gwenllian AM.  

University Members: Professor Julie Lydon OBE (University of South Wales); 

Professor Maria Hinfelaar (Glyndŵr University); Professor Colin Riordan 

(Cardiff University); Amanda Wilkinson (Universities Wales); Kieron Rees 

(Universities Wales). 

Others: Dr David Blaney (HEFCW); Lynette Thomas (Open University in 

Wales); Professor Oliver Turnbull (Bangor University); Professor Leigh 

Robinson (Cardiff Metropolitan University); Gwyneth Sweatman (NUS Wales); 

Cerith Rhys-Jones (NUS Wales); Joni Alexander (NUS Wales); Ryland Doyle 

(Office of Mike Hedges AM); Alex Still (Office of Hefin David AM); Craig 

Lawton (Office of Suzy Davies AM); Phil Boshier (National Assembly for 

Wales); Professor Roger Awan-Scully (Cardiff University); Dan Hurley 

(Universities UK); Tom Woodward (Welsh Government); Mairwen Harris 

(Universities Wales); Rebecca Taylor (Universities Wales); Bethan Lewis (BBC 

Wales); Rhys Flowers (Secretary). 

 
1. Welcome and introduction from the chair 

 
 Hefin David AM opened the meeting by welcoming the attendees and introducing the 

speakers for the evening. 

 
2. Overview of Brexit and ‘no deal’ planning for the higher education sector 

Dan Hurley, Acting Assistant Director, Policy, Universities UK 

 
 During his presentation Dan Hurley gave an overview of how Universities UK (UUK) had 

been working to prepare universities for the potential implications of Brexit and looking at 
the issue from a “wider international perspective”. 

 He spoke about UUK’s official position on Brexit and its key aims of: ensuring universities 
were having their voices heard during the debate; that they were seeking an “orderly 
withdrawal” from the European Union; and that any withdrawal agreement valued 
academic co-operation and collaboration. 

 Due to the current state of negotiations, a lot of the current preparations were focusing 
on the potential implications of a ‘no deal’ Brexit scenario. 

 Further details were given about what the potential implications of a ‘no deal’ scenario 
would be, including issues around: EU student / academic staff immigration; loss of access 
to Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+; and the potential for a lack of reciprocal recognition for 
qualifications. 
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 However, it was noted that these core issues formed just some of many huge obstacles 
that could face universities if the UK left the EU without any sort of deal, with other wider 
examples including: health insurance issues for students; obstacles for transferring data 
between institutions; and disruption to supply chains. 

 The speaker went on to outline some of the key priorities for UUK during the remainder of 
the negotiation period, including: a focus on promoting policy issues that are key to 
universities; to continue providing universities with guidance on how to prepare for a ‘no 
deal’ scenario; and to engage with stakeholders in the UK, Brussels and across Europe to 
help secure the clarity and commitments that universities needed. 

 The presentation ended with further details about a newly-launched campaign by UUK 
aimed at protecting the ability of UK students to study abroad in the event of a ‘no deal’ 
Brexit. 

 #SupportStudyAbroad would be focusing on promoting the positive impact that the 
Erasmus+ programme, and studying abroad in general, had on students including around 
upward mobility and helping those from disadvantaged backgrounds.   

  
3. Brexit and Devolution, including recent polling on what the Welsh public thinks of 

Brexit 
Professor Roger Awan-Scully, Head of Politics and International Relations and Professor of 
Political Science, Cardiff University  

 

 Professor Roger Awan-Scully began his presentation by talking about the sources of 
evidence that he used to create his latest polling data on the Welsh public’s opinion of 
Brexit. 

 He emphasised that there appeared to still be a “pretty even divide” between those 
favouring remaining a part of the European Union and those who wish to leave, with little 
evidence of many people changing their minds on an individual level. 

 Professor Awan-Scully proceeded to go into greater detail on the polling results, including 
that there was a “tiny” majority in Wales in favour of another referendum; men were 
more likely to want to leave; that young people favoured remain at a ratio of 2:1; and 
that there was not a great deal of support for the current deal on offer. 

 In conclusion, it was said that there had been a very modest shift towards remaining a 
part of the EU; that there was no consensus on having a second referendum; that the 
majority of public opinion was against the current withdrawal agreement; and that there 
was declining faith in the UK Government’s handling of the process.     

 
4. Panel Q&A 
 

 A general discussion was held around the deep divisions currently afflicting both UK 
political parties and the general population.  

 It was noted that if the UK did leave the EU without a deal at the end of March, it was 
almost inconceivable that it wouldn’t be a “chaotic” process. 

 Universities spoke about some of the detailed planning that was taking place around a ‘no 
deal’ scenario and that they were doing as much as they could through working 
collaboratively to try and mitigate these impacts. However, it was stressed that if the UK 
were to leave without a deal then the potential implications would be “almost 
unimaginable”. 

 NUS Wales spoke about how they felt students favoured a “People’s Vote”, while it was 
noted by Professor Awan-Scully that it would take something “pretty seismic” to move a 
large proportion of public opinion to break the current deadlock. 
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 Fears were raised about the lack of clarity over future participation in Erasmus+ and also 
how the UK Shared Prosperity Fund would replace current European structural funding. 

 Universities also raised concerns about difficulties they were now facing in securing new 
funding for projects, along with collaborative partners from across the EU due to the 
current uncertainty of how Brexit would play out. 

 It was noted that the Welsh Government was helping as much as it could to mitigate some 
of the potential impacts and that preliminary conversations had been held with different 
parties to explore the possibility of some form of replacement  for Erasmus+, if Welsh 
students were to lose access to it.     

 
5. Cross-party Group Annual General Meeting  

 

 The rescheduled AGM of the group was held at the end of the session. 

 Hefin David AM was re-elected as the chair, following nomination by Suzy Davies AM 
(delivered through proxy by Craig Lawton) and seconded by Amanda Wilkinson. 

 Kieron Rees was elected as the new secretary of the group in place of Rhys Flowers, 
having been nominated by Hefin David AM and seconded by Amanda Wilkinson. 

 The Annual Report and Financial Statement was noted and agreed that a copy would be 
sent to the Tabling Office. 

 
 


